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National Policy for the Radioactive Waste
Management of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Introduction:

The National Policy for Radioactive Waste Management in the King-
dom, referred to hereinafter as “the Policy”, aims to devise proto-
cols for safe and transparents management of radioactive waste
generated within the Kingdom'’s territory, in line with principles and
standards for protection of human health and the environment; mini-
mize the generation of radioactive waste; and avoid imposing undue
burdens on the future generations, by adopting best international
practices and standards. The scope of this Policy excludes spent
nuclear fuel.

Key Pillars of the Policy:
The Policy is based on the following principles:

1. Adhering to the international principles of radioactive
waste management.

2. Defining the roles and responsibilities of national organiza-
tions responsible for radioactive waste management.

3. Identifying the approaches for the management of radioac-
tive waste generated in the Kingdom.

4. Ensuring the sustainability of resources for the manage-
ment of radioactive waste.

5. Committing to transparency.

Hereafter detailed for those principles:

1.Adhering to the international principles for the
management of radioactive waste.

The Kingdom is committed to the obligations stated in the multilat-
eral international agreements on Nuclear Energy that are ratified by
the Kingdom, including the Joint Convention on the safety of Spent
Fuel Management and the Safety of radioactive waste management
in addition to other international treaties.

The Policy aims to achieve and maintain a high level of safety and
security in radioactive waste management through the enhance-
ment of national measures and in accordance with the following
standards:

a. Maintain and adequate level of protection for human health
and the environment.

b.Take into consideration the potential impact on human health
and the environment beyond national borders.

c.Ensure that anticipated effects on the health of future genera-
tions are not greater than currently acceptable.

d.Ensure that endure burdens are not imposed on future gen-
erations.

e.Ensure that the radioactive waste management falls within
the national regulatory framework which defines responsibil-
ities and duties.

f. Ensure that the generation of radioactive waste is kept to the
practicable minimum.
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g. Ensure synergy of different streams of radioactive waste
disposal.

h. Ensure that the facilities of radioactive waste management
are safe throughout their usage period.

2. Assigning the roles and responsibilities of
national organizations concerned with
radioactive waste management in the Kingdom

The kingdom acknowledges its ultimate responsibility for the safety
of radioactive waste management within its territory, and has ac-
cordingly defines the roles and responsibilities of national organiza-
tions responsible for radioactive waste management as follows:

A. Licensed Waste Generators:

Any person or entity generating radioactive waste from licensed ac-
tivities shall bear full responsibility for the safe management and
handling of radioactive waste, including the financial, technical,
logistical, and administrative aspects necessary for radioactive
waste management from generation to disposal, and shall comply
with the National regulatory framework until completion of transfer of
radioactive waste to national facilities licensed for the management
of radioactive waste or until the release of such waste from
regulatory control.

B. The organization responsible for radioactive waste
management:

The organization responsible for radioactive waste management
shall:

e develop strategies and plans for radioactive waste
management.

e propose amendments and updates to this Policy, as needed.

e build, operate and manage national facilities for radioactive
waste management; and

e assume the responsibility for the safety and security of
radioactive waste management if the generator or licensee
fails to fulfil his obligations, without relieving them from
liability under the national regulatory framework, including
financial liability.

C. The organization responsible for regulating the safety of
radioactive waste management:

he organization responsible for regulating the safety of radioactive
waste management shall monitor compliance with regulatory
aspects of nuclear safety and security relating to radioactive waste
management and safeguards for nuclear materials, including the
transportation and delivery of radioactive waste within the
Kingdom.

D. The organization responsible for environment protection:
The organization responsible for environment protection shall
monitor compliance with regulation relating to protection of the

environment from not-radiological effects in all activities of
radioactive waste management in the Kingdom.
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3. Identifying the approaches for the management
of radioactive waste generated in the Kingdom:

The approaches of managing radioactive waste generated in the
Kingdom are as follows:

a. All disused radioactive sources shall be repatriated to their
origin, if possible.

b. Taking into consideration the options for final disposal of all
types of radioactive waste generated in the Kingdom.

c. Prohibiting the import of radioactive waste.

d. The organization responsible for radioactive waste manage-
ment shall, upon request, provide assistance to the organiza-
tion responsible for regulating the safety of radioactive waste
management in recovering and storing orphan sources and
any other seized radiation source.

e. All types of radioactive waste generated in the Kingdom,
including radioactive waste generated from naturally
occurring radioactive materials, must be managed and
regulated in accordance with relevant laws.

4. Ensuring the sustainability of resources for the
management of radioactive waste:

A.The Kingdom shall have in place a strategy for sustainable
funding and provide the technical and human resources for the
safe management of all radioactive waste generated within its
territory, including the option of establishing a national fund for
funding radioactive waste management and decommissioning
activities.

B. The licensee shall be responsible for funding the management
of radioactive waste generated from his activities starting from
the commissioning of the radioactive and/or nuclear facility, and
throughout its lifecycle, including waste generated from
decommissioning. The licensee shall make necessary
arrangement to ensure that the facility has adequate funding
while in operation to cover relevant costs and expenses,
including contribution made to the fund of radioactive waste
management and decommission activities.

C. The Kingdom shall promote research and development relating
to radioactive waste management.

5. Committing to transparency

Openness, transparency, and awareness with respect to all aspects
of radioactive waste management is a key element. All relevant
organizations shall have in place a mechanism for providing
concerned individuals and entities with relevant information, subject
to security restrictions, to enable such individuals and entities to
provide comments, information, analyses, or opinions.
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